
W h a t is so ftb a ll?  W e b s te r  d e fin e s  it  a s  b e in g  
b a seb a ll p layed  o n  a sm all d iam o n d  w ith  a b ig g er 
ball.

W h a t is a team ? W e b ste r  sa y 's  it 's  m e re ly  a 
g rou p  o f p eo p le  asso c ia ted  tog eth er.

T h e s e  te rm s d e scr ib e  w h at a so ftb a ll team  m ay  be 
o n  th e o u tsid e, b u t th ey  say  n o th in g  ab o u t the 
fe e lin g s  th ey  stan d  for. T h e  fe e lin g s  o f  to g eth ern e ss , 
fa m ily , and team w o rk . T h e y  say  n o th in g  a b o u t th e 
w ork  it ta k es  to  be th e b e st you  ca n  be, n o r the 
g u ts  it ta k es  to g o  up a g a in st a s ta te -ra n k e d  team .

T h is  y e a r 's  team  p layed  h ard , a g g ressiv e  ball.
S u re , th ey  had a lo t o f  e rro rs , b u t m a n y  w ere m ade 
by  g o in g  fo r  b a lls  o u t o f  reach  o r b y  b e in g  too 
ag g ressiv e . A lo n g  w ith  th is  y e a r 's  h u s tle  ca m e  a lo t 
o f  em o tio n . A lth o u g h  th e  team  b oasted  17 w in s, 
th ey  a lso  had to face  th e b itte rn e ss  o f d efeat.

W h o  ca n  fo rg et th e  p oor p la s tic  m u le th a t show ed 
up fo r  ev ery  g am e o n ly  to  b e  k ic k e d  b y  a n g ry  
p la y e rs? , o r th e  q u ie t b u s rid es h o m e a fte r  a lo st 
g am e?

W h e n  the seaso n  co m e to  an  en d , th e g ir ls  d id n 't 
h old  a S ta te  title , n o r th e D is tr ic t  tit le , b u t th ey  
h eld  th e tit le  o f  a team . T h e y  each  shared  
so m e th in g  w ith  sev en tee n  o th e rs  —  a fe e lin g  o f 
p rid e —  th e  great fe e lin g  o f  a fa m ily .

*  C h au n d a  S h aw , Jo d y  F e lto n , Ja m ie  P le sk o , D e a n n  G ro ss , and A n n  F ab u s ch a t 
to g eth er d u rin g  th eir  last reg u lar seaso n  g am e a g a in st B reck en rid g e . D e a n n  is 
la u g h in g  at A n n , a fre sh m a n , fo r try in g  to f i l l  th e  sh o e s  o f  h er o ld er s is te r 
T h e re sa , w h o  is f in is h in g  a fo u r year so ftb a ll career at A sh ley .

D ea n n  G r o s s  w in d s up a fo u r year career o f  p itc h ­
ing  so ftb a ll fo r th e A sh le y  Bears. T h is  year sh e 
fin ish e d  th e  seaso n  w ith  an  im p ress iv e  17 and 7 
record. T h is  sp r in g  sh e accep ted  a sc h o la rsh ip  from  
H u n tin g to n  C o lleg e  in  H u n tin g to n , In d ian a .

A sh ley  Lady B ears ' so ftb a ll w as q u ite  im p re ss iv e  th is  year p o s tin g  a 17 and 12 record . 
Inclu d ed  are: (T o p  row ) A s s is ta n t F ra n k  G r o s s , T a m m y  S o p o c y , Ja m ie  P le sk o , T ra c i A n d e r­
sen , C h a r E v an s, A m y  B u rk , D ia n a  G a rcia , C o a ch  J im  L y tle . (M id d le  row ) C h au n d a  S h a w , 
S h e rry  K ra i, C h r is  S h aw , M a ry  Lou K ra i, M is s y  C h a p m a n . (B o tto m  row ) T h e re sa  F ab u s, A n n  
Fab u s, K im  M o rr is , A m y  L y tle , D e a n n  G ro ss .
▼


